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What's Bugging You?

Inside this issue: The association will be spraying all ment.
common areas and/or entering units in An average of 13-14 subterranean

the near future to eliminate the threat termite colonies can exist per acre.
of termites. We ask for your full coop- Thus, the typical common interest
Love your Dog, Leash eration even though this will be incon- development may have several colo-
your Dog venient for many residents. Consider nies situated under or around it.
the following statistics before you e Up to 1 million termites can live in a
complain about the odor or the incon- single colony. Termites can travel up
) . venience: to 130 feet from a colony; once they
Tips to Discourage _ _ discover a food source, they leave a
Burglars » Termites do more damage in the “chemical trail” for others to follow.
U.S. than fires, storms, and earth-  , Termites don't distinguish between
quakes combined. wood in your home and wood in the
e Some 365,000 homes need the forest.
services of the fire department o The association’s insurance does not
Tips for Saving Water every year, but more than 2 million protect us against termite damage!
homes will require termite treat-
B B I N ﬂ
Attention Renters: Welcome to the neighborhood
Fire Safety Tips I I N I .

If you rent a home in our community, you're part of our community association,
and we welcome you. We'd like to meet you at our community events, meetings, and so-
cial gatherings.

Who's Who Sometimes we can't reach you to announce a party or meeting, especially if you're
leasing from an out-of-state owner or a corporation. If this is you, please let our manager
or a board member know your name, address, and phone—and we’'ll include you on all our

mailing lists.
Recycle that cell In case your landlord hasn't passed along this information, here are a few tips to
phone make living in our community enjoyable and stress free:

e All residents—owners and renters—must comply with association rules and regulations.
They're reasonable rules protect property values, preserve the nature of our commu-
nity, and make more life enjoyable for everyone. If you need a copy of our rules,
please contact the manager or a board member. The association has the legal author-

ity to enforce all rules, which we do—equitably and consistently. We don't like to take

Continued on Page 2

1

Tierra Catalina Homeowners Association. All rights reserved.



Page 2

\

Continued from Page 1

e action against those who may not have received this important information, but it's our obligation to do so.

e Renters are entitled to all the privileges of association membership except voting. We can't extend those privileges
to you if we don’t know who you are. Contact our manager or a board member and let us know how to reach you.
That gives you the advantage of knowing what’s going on in the community.

e You don't have to own your home to be interested in your community. If you'd like to volunteer for a committee or
other type of service to the association, we can't wait to meet you. Responsible, service-minded residents are the
backbone of our association regardless of their ownership status.

e If your lease is about up, and you're moving away, we're sorry to see you go; but, please notify the manager or tell
a board member.

So, welcome to our community. We want you to enjoy your experience here—perhaps enough to become an
owner some day. }

Love Your Dog, Leash Your Dog

« We love dogs—we really do. That’s why the association is committed to enforcing the county leash law on
Sassociation property. According to the U.S. Humane Society, an unleashed dog has an average life span of
¢ less than four years? Allowing your dog to run free threatens your dog’s health and welfare and the happiness
< it brings to you.

We also love our community. That's another reason the association is committed to enforcing the
county leash law—so all residents may enjoy our community.

We trust we can count on you for voluntary compliance with the leash law. We don't like to call animal
control, but we won’t have any choice if your dog is running free.

Tips to Discourage Burglars

The association makes every effort to maintain a secure environment in our community, but there is only so
much we're authorized to do. Unfortunately, illegal entries into homes in our area—and others—happen from
time to time. Residents can do more to protect themselves and their property than the association can do.
Here are a few common-sense suggestions for reducing your chances of being the target of burglary.

e Lock all doors and windows no matter how briefly you'll be out of the house.

e Install bars or lock pins on sliding doors and windows. These are available at local hardware or discount
stores. Some mechanisms allow you to lock a sliding window or door in a partially-open position so you
can enjoy fresh air securely while you're at home. However, if you go out, close the window and lock it.

e If you're going to be away for a longer time, such as a vacation, take a few simple precautions to keep
your home from looking empty. Ask a neighbor to collect your mail and keep the door and porch clear of
delivery notices, newspapers and fliers. Pick up several electric timers at the local discount store, and use
them to turn lights, a television or radios on and off at various times during the day and evening. Let
your neighbors and the manager know how to reach you in case there’s an emergency.

It doesn’t take much to discourage a burglar. He succeeds on opportunity, and if your home doesn’t offer a
good opportunity, he’ll move on to one that does.
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Tips for Saving Water

responsible. An equally important reason is that we want to keep assessments as low as possible. Here’s how you can help:
Kitchen Aid

start any water-conservation efforts.

Water conservation is an important issue for the association—and not just because we want to be environmentally

Large appliances—washing machines and dishwashers—consume the most water, so they are important places to

Set the water level on your washing machine to match the size of your load. Try to avoid doing frequent small loads;
whenever possible, run the machine only when you have a full load.

You don't need to rinse dishes before putting them in the dishwasher! No, really. Hand rinsing dishes under the faucet
uses 15-18 gallons of water per load. If your dishwasher has a pre-rinse cycle, try using it instead of hand rinsing. If a
dish or two isn't completely clean after the dishwasher cycle, finish the job by hand.

Like the washing machine, only run the dishwasher when it’s full. If you have only a few dishes, wash them by hand in a
sink or basin—not under a running faucet. Use a second basin or dishpan for rinsing, or spray rinse all the soapy dishes

at once.

Splish-Splash—Conserving in the Bath

After these major appliances, the bathroom offers the next biggest opportunity to save water.

e Make sure your toilets are all working efficiently. According to the American Water Works Association, the average
American home loses 14 percent of all water used to leaks. (And, remember, the toilet is not a waste basket.)

e Keep your showers as brief as possible or turn the water off while shaving or scrubbing in the stall. Consider installing

water-saver showerheads and faucets.

e When taking a bath, close the drain while the water warms up then adjust the temperature. Monitor the tub as it fills,

and turn the water off at the half-way mark.

¢ Running Hot and Cold

[0 There's nothing as refreshing as a cold drink of water, but don't let the faucet run to get it. Chill a container of water in

the refrigerator instead.

Continued on Page 4

Unattended cooking is the leading
cause of home fires in the United
States, according to the National
Fire Protection Association. When
cooking for guests, don't let your-
self be distracted. Keep an eye on
those pots.

Smoking is another leading cause
of home fire deaths. If you smoke,
smoke outside. Keep a small bucket
of water outside and drop cigarette
butts in directly. If you or your

Fire Safety Tips

guests smoke indoors, provide
plenty of large, deep, sturdy ash-
trays and check them frequently.
Douse cigarette butts with water
before discarding them in the trash
where they can smolder and cause
a fire. After a party, always check
on, between and under upholstery
and cushions and inside trash cans
for cigarette butts that may be
smoldering. Keep matches and
lighters up high, out of sight and
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reach of children (preferably in a
locked cabinet). When smokers visit
your home, ask them to keep their
smoking materials with them so
young children do not touch them.

And, don't forget to let your guests
know what your fire escape plan is.

For more information on fire safety,
visit www.nfpa.org
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e Avoid running hot tap water over frozen food to defrost it; put it in the refrigerator the night before.

e Rethink any tasks you usually perform under running water—like washing vegetables or brushing your teeth. (A
gallon of water a minute flows through a tap that’s only half open.). Use a dishpan or bowl of water instead of
letting the tap run. Then pour the water from the bowl on your house plants.

“Used” Water

Before pouring that half-filled glass of water down the sink, ask yourself where it could be put to good use?

How about pouring it in the dog’s bowl? And the condensate from the dehumidifier is suitable for watering plants.

Other sources of “used” water are suitable for reuse—it just takes a little imagination and a change in routine.

Recycle that Cell Phone

The next time you're ready to upgrade your cell phone, recycle the old one! If all the estimated 100 million dead cell
phones were recycled, the United States could save enough energy to power more than 194,000 U.S. households
with electricity for one year, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Less than 20 percent of
unwanted cell phones are recycled each year, according to the EPA.

Recycling can help the environment by keeping usable and valuable materials out of landfills and incinerators. Cell
phones are made of precious metals, copper and plastics, which require energy to mine
and manufacture. Recycling these materials not only conserves resources, but reduces air
and water pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. Earlier this year, EPA teamed up with
cell phone retailers, manufacturers and service providers to develop collection programs.
Some charitable groups and state or municipal solid waste programs also offer cell phone
recycling.

To find out where to recycle your cell phone, visit Www.epa.gov/cellphone
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